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Introducing CLARIN and DARIAH in Belgium



Combining the strengths of  
CLARIN and DARIAH 
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● CLARIN and DARIAH are the two most important European-level 
research infrastructures in the Humanities.

● Together, they provide European researchers with sustainable tools, 
services, and data to perform research in Computational Linguistics 
(CLARIN) and the Arts and Humanities (DARIAH). 

● CLARIAH-VL combines these strengths by embedding high-quality, 
user-friendly tools and resources into the workflows of  humanities 
researchers in Flanders and beyond, paving the way for Flemish 
participation in the European Open Science Cloud.



Belgium, Founding Member of  DARIAH-EU 







Common Language Resources Infrastructure in Flanders
 



Renewed membership of Flanders through 
CLARIN-Belgium in CLARIN-ERIC

● Only countries and international organisations can 
become members of ERICs

● Before 2018: The Dutch Language Union (DLU) was a 
member of CLARIN-ERIC in lieu of Flanders

● 2018: Flexit - construction with DLU no longer possible
● Solution:

○  Apply for political support from Flanders (approved 
October 2020)

○ Flanders supports founding of CLARIN-BE for membership 
(August 2021)



Service Infrastructure Component (SIC) 2: 

DH Research Dataset Aggregation

● Goals:
■ Provide data-level access to key Belgian resources
■ Develop sustainable data curation workflows
■ Engage researchers with the data

● DATA-KBR-BE 
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Challenge 1: Data-Level Access to Digital Resources



Service Infrastructure Component (SIC) 3: 

Linked (Open) Humanities Data Tool Suite

● Goals:
■ Support extraction, contextualization & modelling of  

entities
■ Model semantic relations
■ Link to LOD Reference Services

● SIC 3.1: Entity Referencing Toolkit

● SIC 3.2: LOD Creation and Publication Toolkit
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Challenge 2: LOD Ecosystem for the Humanities
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Challenge 3: Humanities-Centred Artificial Intelligence

Service Infrastructure Component (SIC) 5: 

Digital Text Analysis Dashboard and Pipeline

● Goals:
■ Provide access to benchmarked NLP tools & resources
■ Web-based interface for training advanced models
■ Automate digitisation pipeline

● Flemish AI Academy



Embedding services into the Humanities Data Lifecycle  
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CLARIAH-VL: a vital role in preparing Humanities 
Researchers for the European Open Science Cloud 
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Presentation: Flemish Open Science Board Architecture Working Group 



CLARIAH: enabling data-driven research in the humanities

IIIF Corpus 
Management Platform

Crowd-sourcing

Handwritten Text 
Recognition

Digital Text Analysis Pipeline

● Named Entity Extraction
● Social Network Analysis
● Sentiment & Emotion 

Mining



Social Sciences and Humanities Data Archive (SODHA.be)
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https://www.sodha.be/dataverse/sodha



Social Sciences and Humanities Data Archive (SODHA.be)
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https://doi.org/10.34934/DVN/Y6DOAD

https://doi.org/10.34934/DVN/Y6DOAD
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Data-driven research in the arts and humanities  
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¡Muchas gracias!

 


